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Schoeller Allibert, headquartered in 
Hoofddorp, Netherlands, operates 
already in many eastern countries such 
as the plant at Bytom in the Silesian 
Highlands of southern Poland and they 
have plans to expand production in 
Russia introducing a new range of 
products across market sectors such 
as food, automotive and light industry.

For example, in August 2015, the 
foundation stone of an important project 
was laid : the completion of a production 
hall, offices and warehousing on the 
7,000 square meter site in the Katowice 
special economic zone. 

Russia and CIS countries - A key 
market for Schoeller Allibert

The group, a world leader in 
industrial packaging with annual 
turnover of almost €1bn, has 
launched its new range of 
products in Russia in 2016.

Schoeller Allibert group, also opened 
in May 2016 a new production 
complex at Zabrze in the Upper 
Silesia region of southern Poland 
which.

Interesting fact : this specific plant 
had produced its first million of crates in 
3 months from launch and has reached 
the number of 2,6 million crates since 
then.

"Schoeller Allibert" in Russia

The European leader of Reusable Transit Packaging (RTP) expands its 
production in Russia since many years and develops its strategy in CIS 
countries. Discover the company behind 60 years of innovative solutions 
for RTP, their strategy in Russia and a special interview with Ludo Gielen1 , 
the Chief Strategic Growth Officer at Schoeller Allibert on the reasons of 
this success story and the future of innovation in the industry.

Usine "Schoeller Allibert" à Zabrze (Pologne)

1 Until April 2017, Ludo Gehlen was the Director for 
Marketing and Innovation of the Schoeller Allibert Group 
of Companies. (Ed.)
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The Netherlands-based group is 
reported to be aiming to invest more 
than €6m to roll out 18 new types of 
packaging for customers in different 
regions of Russia over the next year.
Based in St Petersburg, Russia, its 
local CJSC Schoeller Allibert subsidiary 
is continuing to seek partners with 
whom it plans to launch new national 
production to serve customers in the 
wider.North-West,.Central.and. 
Southern.regions.

Schoeller Allibert is understood to plan 
to set up manufacturing bases in close 
proximity to particular industrial 
packaging consumers. The company 
already produces in 4 different sites in 
Russia and has sales offices in Moscow 
and Nizhny Novgorod.

Innovative tailored solutions and 
approaches for each customer 
Russia-wide

Schoeller Allibert’s mission is divided 
into four key pillars which are offering 

a 360° full circle of various services 
(360º in returnable plastic packaging 
solutions), transport and packaging 
costs defying any competition, quality 
and sustainability and finally 
continuous innovation.

These same pillars are 
implemented on the Russian market 
which makes Schoeller Allibert the 
best provider of turn key customer 
tailored solutions.

The group differentiate itself in the 
market on various other levels ; they 
are able to deliver a large range of 
products, specially designed for 
customer needs in less than 10 
weeks, a personalized visit of the 
customer’s site in less than 72 hours 
Russia wide is guaranteed in order to 
discuss the specific goals and 
challenges of the customer.  

Schoeller Allibert isn’t only a 
market leader in returnable 
packaging innovations, the group 
also sets the standard for many 
players in the industry, levelling 
up the expectations of the 
customers on quality, costs, 
sustainability etc.  

**********

Ludo Gielen, Chief Strategic 
Growth Officer at Schoeller Allibert, 
explains why Schoeller Allibert has 
become the European leader of 
Reusable Transit Packaging (RTP) 
and his vision of the future of 
innovation in the industry.

— You have been in RTP for 
decades. What are the core 
advantages of Schoeller Allibert?

Ventilated versatile packaging Ortus manufactured by Schoeller Allibert



ТАРА И  УПАКОВКА

Septembre 2017 #1 (27)18

Schoeller Allibert has been 
inventing, developing, designing and 
manufacturing reusable plastic 
packaging and containers for more 
than 60 years, offering sustainable 
alternatives to disposable single-use 
packaging made of cardboard and 
wood.

During many decades, the 
challenge of innovating while 
respecting the environment and the 
customers’ specific needs has led the 
company to become a European 
market leader with operations world-
wide. The company is active in twenty 
countries and has eleven production 
sites spread across Europe with 2000 
employees. Schoeller Allibert has a 
rich heritage, having been formed 
from the key players: Schoeller, 
Wavin, Perstorp, Arca, Linpac, 
Allibert, Paxton, Stucki amongst 
others. 

Our added value lies in our capacity to 
develop high-end products from A to Z, 
fully customizable and on-demand. We 
always run a supply chain analysis for 
each new client, allowing us to perfectly 
determine their needs in terms of quality, 
price, but also specific industrial 
requirements.

We are the company that offers the 
largest range of standard and tailor 
made RTP packaging solutions 
across ten key product segments 
being Foldable Large Containers, 
Foldable Small Containers, Rigid 
Pallet Containers, Beverage crates 
and trays, Stackable and Stack / 
Nest handheld boxes, UN pails, 
Foldable IBCs, Pallets and Dollies, 
with a portfolio of more than 1,000 
products. They are lighter, stronger 
and more environmental friendly.

— As a leader, how innovation 
drives Schoeller Allibert’s product 
development?

Innovation is a big thing for us. 
Schoeller Allibert has always been at the 
top of the industry by being responsible 
for over 80% of innovations in RTP. 

We have the largest R&D program 
located in 3 places around the world 
and 5% of our turnover are dedicated to 
R&D with concept designers, product 
designers, and engineers that are able 
to offer a complete development 
program with the right logistics help. 

The main Technology centre is fully 
integrated in one of our production 
plants in Hardenberg, and will allow us 
to launch over 41 new products in 
2017.

Benefits of the new Berry crates Schoeller Allibert
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Today, we keep innovating in product 
forms to enhance the moulding 
technics and achieve better 
performances, but also in material 
composition to build products fully 
adapted to the specificities and 
constraints of each of our markets. 

To enhance our skill set, we have 
now added a dedicated material 
engineer and director for digitalization 
of our RTP’s.

— About products then, what are 
the latest innovations and best-
sellers regarding Fruits and 
Vegetables?

Fruit and Vegetables growing and 
processing is a very demanding 
business. 

We’re very sensitive to the 
packaging needs of the industry 
which means high efficiency, strength 
and resistance to harsh environment 
while preserving freshness and 
quality of the product from the field to 
the supermarket shelf.

For those applications, 
Schoeller Allibert offers a wide 
range of strong and reusable 
solutions. 

We are currently in the process of 
launching various innovative solutions 
for this sector such as the New Berry 
Crate and the MAXIMUS® 1212.

Schoeller Allibert's New Berry 
Crate® is the optimal crate for the 
harvesting and transport of berries. 

With optimized airflow, and HDPE 
food contact plastics, the Berry Crate 
has maximum strength with double 
wall pillars and base allowing it to 
support the weight of 18 crates in 
stacking load.

It is 25% lighter than previous version, 
while being able to support more fresh 
produces per crate (up to 12kg). 

It is also compatible with most 
models on the market.

The MAXIMUS®1212 is a strong 
ventilated Bix Box with the best 
internal volume on the market. 

It has 4 base pockets to prevent 
fruits from rolling and getting damaged 
or bruised from the harvesting field to 
road transport.

Ideal for apple and pears, it 
protects twice as well as a 
traditional pallet container, allowing 
farmers to get more undamaged 
produces out of each container 
(competitive tests made in May 2016 
by VCBT laboratory).

In terms of hygienic requirements, it 
can withstand deep frost and can be 
stored outside on long term thanks to 
our UV resistant material, while its fast 
drying slated surfaces ensure a quick 
handle for water sorting process.

Also available in solid versions, it 
meets the needs of the food processing 
and waste management / recycling 
industries.

MAXIMUS®1212
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— How do you see the future of 
innovation in the packaging 
industry?

The future of our industry will 
mainly be about adapting ourselves 
to the trends of the different markets 
we work in. 

Material innovation is important 
because it allows us to improve the 
core capacity of products but a lot of 
innovations come from smarter design 
and better understanding of the 
markets’ needs. 

I see a few top trends for the 
following years:

Globalization is still a key trend 
because it has a major influence on our 
business: competition being global and 
fierce, all companies look for savings 
and efficiency in all parts of their own 
business.

It means inbound logistics and 
pressure on their own suppliers to 
reduce costs, speeding up their own 
processes and reducing labour, 
avoid storage of both parts and 
finished products, and lower cost of 
outbound logistics. 

Finally, the most important trend of 
the decade is Internet E-Business, 
with products that can be integrated 
within automated warehouse, with 
speed and accuracy. 

— Thank you for this interview.

For more information contact:
Roman.Kalenyuk@schoellerallibert.com, 
+7 925 506 8365,  
www.schoellerallibert.com/ru. 

RF

On May 20th, 2017, the explorers 
team of Under The Pole will set sail for 
a 3 years’ expedition around the world, 
from one pole to another, to conduct 
scientific experiments and educate the 
world about life in great depth.

Schoeller Allibert chose to support 
Under The Pole because they share 
similar values, which are a broader 
respect of the environment and a 
thirst of innovation and environmental 
knowledge. 

Beyond this scientific program, 
Under The Pole hopes to be a driving 
force for the creation of new Protected 
Sea Area.

More information here: 
underthepole.com

   Schoeller Allibert will be providing 
regular updates about their 
achievements along the way. Photos made by members of the expedition Under The Pole

Schoeller Allibert’s involvement in sustainability with Under The Pole






